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SUSTAINABLE HEALTH REVIEW 

139. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Health: 
I wish to acknowledge the students in the gallery today from the Excelsior Primary School student council, from 
the member for Southern River’s electorate. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to putting patients first and ensuring world-class health 
care for Western Australians and its commitment to ensuring the health budget is sustainable. 
(1) Can the minister advise the house what the sustainable health review states about the challenges this 

government has inherited? 

(2) Can the minister point to where in the 86 page document the Liberal government is congratulated for 
putting the health budget on a sustainable trajectory, as tweeted by the member for Churchlands? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question because as she draws the chamber’s attention to the sustainable 

health review she would, like other members of Parliament, appreciate that is it is a critical part of the 
McGowan government’s agenda about budget repair and making sure that we have a world-class 
sustainable health system to serve the people of Western Australian into the future. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Please just let us just hear the answer before you interject—or do not interject at all! 

Mr R.H. COOK: The previous government’s mismanagement of the health budget was written large right across 
the forward estimates of its entire time in government, to the point at which the health budget had become 
30 per cent of the overall budget. Over the past decade the health budget almost tripled to $9 billion. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: We had to spend money because you guys didn’t. You didn’t invest in a single hospital. 

Mr R.H. COOK: It is all right, sunshine; I am coming to you. Do not worry about that. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: For the second time in two days, I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Almost half of every new dollar spent by the government between 2013–14 and 2016–17 was 
spent on health. We would say that this is good if we are getting good outcomes, but the fact of the matter is that 
have a deteriorating level of efficiency in our hospital system, so that our hospital system costs 20 per cent more 
than hospital systems across the country. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr R.H. COOK: Of course, we have the commentary by the member for Churchlands around the sustainable 
health review. On 6PR radio on 27 February he said — 

This review acknowledges that the former Government put the health budget on a sustainable trajectory. 

It is a big report, and the member for Churchlands may not have dug too far into the report, into the detail, but if 
he had, he would have found on page 2 that the report states — 

The health budget has more than doubled over the past decade—increasing from 24.9 per cent of the 
State Budget in 2009 to 30 per cent of it now. Should this trajectory continue, the health budget will 
consume nearly 38 per cent of the WA State Budget by 2026/27. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member! Member for Churchlands, I warned you twice. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Robyn Kruk, one of the authors of the report, is a former director general of the New South Wales 
Department of Health. She knows what big numbers look like, but even she said that the major issue is that the 
former government’s growth in the health budget is scary. 

Anyone can see we have a period in which we have to work tirelessly to get the health budget under control but 
continue to deliver quality outcomes for the people of Western Australia. Even radical organisations such as 
the Australian Medical Association understand this message. According to my notes, the president of the AMA, 
Omar Khorshid, said on 6PR on 28 February — 

“We are up for wage restraint” 
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According to my notes, he also said — 

“The report also points out that we need to enter a phase of low wage growth and anyone who’s not aware 
of that in Western Australia has been living under a rock somewhere.” 

Who has been living under a rock, Mr Speaker? The member for Churchlands. The member for Churchlands rather 
glibly tries to point this out as some sort of exercise. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands! 

Mr R.H. COOK: The member for Churchlands would love to say that this is an exercise in wage cutting. It is not. 
This is about careful management of the health budget to make sure it delivers proper health services to the people 
of Western Australia, and that we get better value money for the taxpayers of Western Australia and at the end of 
the day, we fix up the mess that the previous government left us.  
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